
Report Sample: Email Follow-up after Oral Report 

Mrs. Jones,

I am writing to summarize the results of my tree risk assessment and to reiterate today’s discussions. I conducted a basic 
assessment of the risk of the oak tree in your front yard. In my professional opinion, the highest risk this tree poses is the large 
branch over your garage, which poses a moderate risk over the next year.

You called me when you noticed the longitudinal crack in the branch. I identified the crack as a shear plane failure. The failure 
appeared to have occurred at least five years ago. Since then, the tree has since put on new growth to strengthen the branch. 
In my professional opinion, the likelihood of this branch failing within the next year is possible.

If the branch fails, the likelihood of it striking your garage is high because the branch is directly over the garage. The 
consequences of striking the house would be significant. I did not see any other targets under this branch.

I combined the likelihood of branch failure, likelihood of the branch impacting the garage, and consequences of the failure and 
impact ratings using the ISA Tree Risk Assessment BMP methodology. Using this methodology, I determined that the risk posed 
by branch failure onto the garage is moderate.

The risk can be mitigated by reducing the length of the branch by 10 feet (3 m). If this end weight reduction pruning were 
performed, the residual risk would be reduced to low.

Regardless of whether you choose to prune the branch, I recommend reassessing the tree on an annual basis.

I assessed the tree with a visual inspection. Therefore, some defects or conditions may be concealed within the tree or below 
ground. I did not assess the risk posed by any other trees in your yard. The one-year time frame I used in this assessment is not 
a guarantee period. All trees pose some risk, and all trees provide some benefits. Usually, the benefits outweigh the risk.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide arboricultural consulting services,

_____

Andy Arborist
Mytown Consulting Arborists
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678-367-0981

Andy Arborist
Mrs. Jones
Oak Tree Assessment

M Y T O W N

Copyright © 2025 International Society of Arboriculture. All rights reserved.


